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DALLAM C P SCHOOL		
NEWSLETTER 
Friday 20th March 2026


School Vision: Success at the Heart of the Community
We: Nurture…..Inspire……Achieve


School value: kindness

Last Saturday morning, I had the absolute pleasure of joining the Spring Garden Clean Up in our allotment and pond areas. The weather was on our side as an amazing group of staff, their families, children and parents/carers gave up a morning of their weekend to make such a difference to our school grounds. There was music and refreshments to lighten the mood as we weeded, cut back overgrown plants, swept, wheelbarrowed huge quantities of soil, planted late spring flowers and fruit trees, dug over ground, constructed the first 2 sides of the bottle greenhouse, cleaned and tidied. The atmosphere was brilliant as adults and children worked together to get the job done. It was lovely to see the children problem solving, communicating so effectively and showing such perseverance with not a screen in sight! Lots of the children would have stayed for the afternoon as well if they could have and all of them seemed keen to repeat this in a month or so when we have enough 2L plastic bottles to finish the greenhouse. I want to say a huge thank you to all the parents and carers who pitched in to help us – we couldn’t have achieved what we did without you – and a special shout out to Mrs Wood and her husband Andrew who worked so hard to make it such a success.

Please help us to finish this project by dropping off empty 2L plastic bottles in the cage on the carpark. It would really help if you removed the lids and labels first. We need about another 600 bottles or so – it would be really great to recycle and reuse them to stop them from going to landfill.

Our Year 5’s have once again been contributing positively to our community as they embarked on a litter pick this week - collecting 6 big bags of rubbish. This has a real impact on our environment. Please help us to keep the community clean and safe by reminding your child to always put their litter in a bin.

This week, the children have taken part in a series of workshops as part of our inclusivity and diversity focus of light and colour. Some children have explored the festivals of Holi and Diwali. They have learned about how these festivals are celebrated and some dances which they have performed for their friends. Others have decorated Diyas which are small lamps used to light the way during Diwali celebrations. This has been a lovely way for the children to learn about other cultures and have great fun at the same time. The teacher who joined us to lead the workshops was so complimentary about our children and their positive attitudes, curiosity and outstanding behaviour. She said that she had thoroughly enjoyed leading every single session. All classes across the school have chosen a different light or colour festival to learn more about which they will be sharing with each other in an assembly during the last week of term.

Once again, it was wonderful this morning to see the children arriving at school accessorised to mark Red Nose Day – thank you for your generosity in supporting this event that makes such a difference to people’s lives locally, nationally and further afield.

This morning, it was lovely to see our Olive Class children sharing their learning so far this year with members of the school community. I was struck by the conviction and passion that children spoke with when they talked about their favourite subjects. Between them the class shared their learning from right across the curriculum from the Mayans to Materials to Multiplication. It was impressive to see how well the children had learned their lines and delivered them with clarity and confidence. As I was watching this morning, I remembered seeing the same class as infants, showing us how they used what they knew about numbers to do basic addition and subtraction. They have made such great progress – we are all so proud of them. As usual, it was lovely to see parents and carers joining us for this celebration of learning – I know you must be even more proud of your children than we are!

Have a lovely weekend.
Mrs Downey


Attendance – In School – On Time – Every Day
Last week 9 classes topped 96% attendance again – Well Done to Ash, Cherry, Hazel, Sycamore, Rowan, Maple, Cedar, Holly and Oak  Classes. The 6 classes coloured green improved their attendance from the week before – keep it up! 
.
	Class
	Attendance
Last week

	Seedlings 

	92

	Acorns

	93

	Ash
	99

	Cedar
	96

	Holly
	99

	Hazel

	98

	Rowan
	97

	Maple
	99

	Sycamore
	97

	Willow
	90

	Olive
	91

	Oak
	96

	Cherry
	96






























Yet another impressive week last week – well done to all the children who were in school, on time, every day. These last couple of weeks before a holiday are always a time when we need an extra special effort to maintain good attendance – I’ve seen a few big yawns and tired faces as we come to the end of term and am so pleased that those children are continuing to come to school and keep up with their learning right to the very last day.
Next Friday, we will be having our second attendance assembly of this year where we will celebrate good and improved attendance – with prizes for individuals and classes.
If you need support with attendance, talk to us and we will work together to improve outcomes for our children. 

Bikes and Scooters
Please don’t leave bikes and scooters in the area outside the main entrance to school. This area is not secure and we have had a couple if incidences of bikes being taken from this area. Please also supervise your children on the main playground where bikes and scooters are kept safe all day, to ensure that they don’t use another child’s belongings at the end of the day – even if they don’t take it off the playground – it causes upset if children can’t find their bike or scooter where they left it in the morning.

Easter bingo 
Easter bingo will take place on Wednesday 25th March from 3.30pm, entrance via the Hall doors.  

Breakfast club
From April 2026 the UK government is rolling out free, breakfast clubs to all state primary schools in England. 
If you are interested in a free place, please contact  the school office.  01925 633 927 

Arbor - Parent Communication App – Phase 2 payments
We are excited to announce that we moving to phase 2 of Arbor app.  As you are aware school now uses this as our main form of communication.
Phase 2 will allow all parents to pay for school lunches and toast. This will help school move to a cashless, more effective school.  (After the Easter break you will be able to make payments directly to the school bank. If you are encountering any issues, please contact the office).  

New school meal service.
In preparation for our new school meal service, our kitchen will be refurbished over the Easter holidays.  On Monday 30th & Tuesday 31st March we will not be able to provide a hot meal for the children.  If your child is eligible for a free school meal, a packed lunch will be provided. All other children will need a packed lunch on each of these days, please.   
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Lead Learners this week: a child who shone when it came to the diversity workshops.

Seedlings: Oliver for joining in with the 

Ash: Heidi Mort for positive and engaged listening in the Indian dance workshop.

Cedar: Livya listened carefully and concentrated very well during our diversity workshop. She painted a beautiful diya with lovely detail and careful choice of colours.

Rowan: Sophie tried exceptionally hard at the diversity workshops yesterday. She listened carefully to the story of Diwali and understood the importance of the Diya lamp she made. She even showed her lamp to Mrs Downey.

Maple: Nevaeh for excellent dancing in the Indian dance workshop with lots of energy and a big smile.

Sycamore: Lily R got really involved with our Indian dance workshop and had lots of fun dancing. 

Olive: Aria for showing confidence with the Indian dancing.  

Oak: Zornitsa for trying really hard during the diversity dance and doing everything with a smile,

Holly: Assimia for lovely use of colours when painting her diya. 

Hazel: Michael for joining in with his class for the Holi celebration. 

Willow: Oscar for the way he participated.  

Cherry: 

THIS WEEK’S PALS POINTS, READING CHAMPIONS AND MAD ABOUT MATHS AWARDS 
PALS POINTS – Positive Attitude to Learning points: 
100 PALS = Dallam YELLOW 
200 PALS = Dallam GREEN 
300 PALS = Dallam RED  
400 PALS = Deputy Head’s SILVER 
500 PALS = Head Teacher’s GOLD 
600 PALS = Governor’s 3 STAR 

Reading Champions and Mad about Maths - For every 10 occasions your child reads or does maths at home it will be celebrated in our Monday assembly.   
This week’s awards go to:  







	 
	READING CHAMPIONS
	MAD ABOUT MATHS
	PALS Points

	Ash 
	Seryn, Heidi M, Felicity, Heidi E
Mia (Amelia) 
	
	

	Cedar
	Charlie, Miki, Esme and Anna.
	
	

	Maple 
	Rajmond, Lewis, Matilda, Carter, Wissam, Mayia, Teddy, Al-Mubarak
	Majka, Rajmond, Alice
	

	Rowan 
	Daniel, David, Evie-Mae, Tatiana, Harper-Mae, Jack 
	Harper-Mae
	

	Sycamore
	Alex, David, Max, Nicole, Noah, Nour, Shana, Skye
	All of the class
	

	Olive 
	Sophia, Summer 
	
	

	Oak 
	Layla, Alex, Ara, Ella, Ola, Aaliyah, 
Oscar, Poppy, Charlie, Demi, Theodor, Aliliah, Bella, Jonah, Elsa
Eric
	Layla, Alex, Ara, Ella, Ola, Aaliyah, Oscar, Poppy, Demi
Theodor, Aliliah, Bella, Jonah
Eric 
	



Dates for your diary

	Easter Bingo 
	Wednesday 25th March @ 3.30pm

	End of term for Easter 
	Tuesday 31st March – 2pm finish 

	Return after the Easter Break 
	Wednesday 15th April 
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